SUVARNADVlPA                            45

of Vikramavardhana, his daughter Suhita ascended the throne
although she had two brothers.1 It is also interesting to note
that on ceremonial occasions, such as the establishment of a
freehold, the wives of officials arc stated in the inscriptions
to have received presents from the king along with their
husbands.

The Berbek stone inscription of 927 A.D. refers to a lady
as 'the mother of Bingah'. She carried the title rake, and
founded a freehold which was to pass after her death to her
own children and not to their step-brothers or step-sisters.
This short record thus proves that even women, not belonging
to the royal family, could hold office under the state and possess
property in her own name with rights to dispose of it according
to her own will2.

There does not appear to be any purdah system in vogue,
and the women freely mixed with men. This is evident from
literature as well as present-day customs in Bali. Women
could choose their own husbands, and we find actual reference
to Svayamvara in the case of princess Bhreng Kahuripan8.
There seems to be no restriction as to the degree of relationship
within which marriage relation was prohibited. The case of
Aji Jayanagara shows that even marriage with a step-sister was
not forbidden*.

An Old-Javanese prose work, Tatva-Mng-Vyavahara, like
Raghunandan's AstavimSati Tattva, seems to lay down rules for
society. A Sanskrit gloka describing the origin of the four
castes from the forehead, arms, thigh, and feet of Brahma is
quoted with an Old-Javanese translation. It then mentions the
classes of food prohibited to the different classes. A list is
given of the unclean animals such as dog, mouse, ape, snake,
etc. It also deals with the marriage ceremony. How far books
of this kind represent the actual state of society, it is difficult
to say.
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